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escaped the general tendencies of the time, under a bad one
did not fail to exemplify those tendencies.

At that period an intense ferocity appeared to have seized
upon mankind. All regard for human life seemed to have dis-
appeared from Europe in the bitter passions which the religious
wars and persecutions had stirred up. Men had grown ruthless,
in their familiarity with torture and death, and wherever we
look, whether it be in France, Spain, England, the Nether-
lands, or Germany, a ferocious and merciless cruelty, with a
disregard for all justice, is the prevailing characteiistic of the
time, with murdeis and tortunngs as matteis of common daily
life. Tuscany, under the misrule of Francis I, had her share of
these experiences, and was only so far fortunate in that they
jvere not made still worse by the scourge of war; Itaty, though
it shared in the general demoralisation of the age, was (owing
to the settlement made by the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis)
able to look on whilst almost every other country was torn
by a strife which seemed to turn the wars of the lime into the
conflicts of tigers.

One result of this state of things was the view taken re-
garding the assassination of those upon whom a sentence of
death had been passed. Rulers such as Cosimo I and Francis I
looked upon hired assassins very much as if they were execu-
tioners; and such rulers seem to have seen no difference
between this mode of putting out of life a man whose death
had baen decreed and that of the formal execution of a con-
demned prisoner. Even escape to another country procured
no safety, since such assassins penetrated into all countries in
pursuit of their victim. Murder and tragedy were thus ever
present; while each event of the kind was multiplied fourfold
in the imaginations of the people.

Francis I was thirty-three years old when he succeeded to
the throne. The fine portrait of him which was painted by
Paolo Veronese, and hangs in the state apartments of the Pitti
Palace, shows him as he was at about the age of thirty-five;